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Abstract

The aim of this paper was to explore the accent of disyllabic
feminine nouns of e-declension with a short ascending accent (type
voda and type Zena) in contemporary Bosnian standard language
reference books and the standard language use, given the
previously observed tendency towards losing accent alternations in
a paradigm.

Based on the comparative analysis of accent types of 29
nouns in Bosnian dictionaries and the previous description of
accent by Danici¢ (1925), we concluded that the process of losing
accent alternations in a paradigm of many analyzed nouns has
advanced. For instance, as specified in Bosnian dictionaries, 12
nouns, namely butha, djéca, gora, hrda, igla, igra, magla, mitha,
snaha, zmija, zora and Zélja belong to the invariable accent type,
while being previously considered variable by Danici¢.

The accent types in the paradigm of the aforementioned 12
nouns were explored among 23 participants to check whether the
loss of alternations also characterizes the standard language use.
The findings showed that the process of losing alternations in
paradigms of the majority of the investigated words has advanced
in the standardized language use in comparison to the description
by Dani¢i¢. In fact, according to Danici¢ all of these nouns
belonged to the variable accent type (type voda), and according to
the results related to the standard language use the majority belong
rather to the invariable type (type Zéna). However, in contrast to the
description in Bosnian dictionaries, where these words are
mentioned only as belonging to the invariable type, it should be
emphasized that in the standard language use almost all, although
in a smaller percentage, were also found with alternations — which

517



Akcenat imenica tipa voda i Zéna u savremenom bosanskom jeziku Amina Pehli¢

indicates that accent alternations in a paradigm of the majority of
the investigated words are suppressed but not completely lost.
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